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Hello Santa Clara County 4-H! 

After an extended holiday – Timely Topics has returned!This monthly 
publication is distributed to the Santa Clara County 4-H community via email.  

The newsletter will also be available online at SCC4h.org 

Do you have an article to share? Some shout outs to wonderful achievements? 
Is there a volunteer that you would like to honor?  Well, this is the place.  The 
newsletter will be published on the 5th of each month.  Articles and 
contributions must be received by the 1st of each month.  Articles and 

contributions that include photos will be given priority.  Submit all articles, contributions and photos to sjweaver@ucanr.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2017 Issue 

Consumer Purchased $40 Category 
Clovers: Rhedyn Arnett - El Sereno 
Juniors: Sheila Begovic - Homesteaders - County Winner 
Intermediate: Anna Clayton - Rolling Hills - County Winner 
Senior: Ethan Ho - Sunset - County Winner 

 
Traditional Category 

Clovers: Katelyn Tsai - Rolling Hills 
Intermediate: Aaron Alger - Coyote Crest - County Winner 
                        Emily Dougherty - Coyote Crest - Medalist 
Senior: Anna Dougherty Coyote Crest - County Winner 
             April Alger - Coyote Crest - Medalist 
 

Stripe/Print/Plaid Challenge 
Intermediate: Emily Dougherty - Coyote Crest - County 
Winner 
Senior: April Alger - Coyote Crest - County Winner 
             Knit Challenge 
Senior:   
Dustin Geringer - El Sereno - County Winner  
Anna Dougherty Coyote Crest - Medalist 
               
 

The Road to Fashion 

The Santa Clara County 4-H Fashion Review was 
held on April 1, at Westhope Church.  There were 

four categories to enter.  Our talented 4-H’ers were 
all winners with their creative and well-crafted 

entries.  Be sure to congratulate them! 

 

    Photo provided by Dustin Geringer 

Photo provided by Alicia Piva 

mailto:sjweaver@ucanr.edu
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Blue Ribbon 
 
Aaron Algers - Coyote Crest 
Naveed Faridnia - Coyote Crest 
Naseem Faridnia - Coyote Crest 
Jessica Heneghan - San Martin 
Jewel Heneghan - San Martin 
Omar Khan - Pleasant Acres 
Marrick Piazza - Pleasant Acres 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-H Members Are Some of the Busiest People I Know… 
Contributed by Dustin Geringer, El Sereno 4-H Club 

 
We have had a lot of exciting events the past couple months in 4-H.  I think all of us 

were going from one event to the next every weekend in March.  Favorite Foods Day, 
Color Me Green 5K, Presentation Day, Fashion Revue, NBCA Field Day and State Record 

Book winners were announced. I know there were some other events in there as 
well.  Below are the winners for Favorite Foods Day, held March 4 at Berger Drive 

Auditorium. Be sure to watch the calendar for next year.  All of these events will be back 
for 2018, starting in February! Hope to see everyone there next year! 

   
 

Clovers 
Aiden Barber - Pleasant Acres 
Indigo Castle - Coyote Crest 
Cash Martinez - Pleasant Acres 
Zunairah Khan - Pleasant Acres 
Katelyn Tsai - Rolling Hills 
Brandon Wong - Pleasant Acres 

 
Red Ribbon 

Elena Boulos - Rolling Hills 
Anna Clayton - Rolling Hills 
Wesley Hann - Coyote Crest 
 

 
 

Gold 
Emily Dougherty - Coyote Crest 
Anna Dougherty - Coyote Crest 
Ethan Ho - Sunset 
Chloe Tuckness - Pleasant Acres 
Lauren Zera - Rolling Hills 

People’s Choice 
Emily Dougherty - Coyote Crest - Salad 

Anna Dougherty - Coyote Crest - 
Dessert/Table Setting 
Ethan Ho - Sunset - OnePot Meal 
Lauren Zera - Rolling Hills - Dessert 
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Volunteer of the month: 

Would you like to tell us about an amazing 
volunteer?  Is this an adult that goes above 
and beyond ? Is this an adult that rocks the 

adult-youth partnership model? Tell us 
about this amazing volunteer and they may 

be our next Volunteer of the month. 

    

 

IT’S TIME FOR  SPARKS  SURVEYS! 

  What are the “Sparks Surveys”? Sparks Surveys help us learn about youth 
experiences in 4-H. We want to share how 4-Her’s are doing and also 

learn where we can make 4-H even better. Surveys are private and 
con�idential. 

Help us learn about the impact 4-H has had on you! 
https://4horb.ucanr.edu/login.cfm                                          

Online surveys are in ORB 2 times a year: Oct-Jan and May-Aug 

Your 4hOnline login email is the same to login to ORB. Surveys you 
need to take will all be listed – it’s easy to take them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Member tip of the month: 

Did you know…?  If you have your own 
individual email address on your 4HOnline 
Enrollment Prolife, you will receive County 

Newsletters, County 4-H Event 
Registrations and Special 4-H 

Announcements directly!  No waiting for it 
to go out on the SCC4hyahoo group. 

Why have 4-H record books? 
4-H Record Books serve a variety of purposes in the California 4-H Youth Development Program.  4-H Record Books give 
members an opportunity to re�lect on their yearly work. They document their skill development and their learning experiences in 
a written report. 4-H members measure their achievements and growth in their total years in 4-H. 

4-H Record Books encourage members to set goals, pursue strategies to meet those goals, and to shift gears in the face of 
challenges and obstacles. Completion of the Personal Development Report awards 4-H members for participation in 4-H 
activities, which provides an incentive for participation, learning, and achievement.  Completing a 4-H Record Book is a process 
where 4-H members record project and club work. Records management (RM) is a competency skill to identify, create, classify, 
archive, and preserve records. The 4-H Record Book teaches 4-H members these skills through a standard format. 

State Record Book Results: State Winner: April Alger - Coyote Crest, Ethan Chi - Rolling Hills, Kyle Geringer - El Sereno, 
Eileen Hails - Rolling Hills, Jada Ho – Sunset  State Medalist: Anna Dougherty - Coyote Crest, Astoria Ho – Sunset, Ilan 
Montes – Homesteaders, Fiona Reyes – Homesteaders  Merit Recognition: Paula Piva - Coyote Crest 
 

 

Photo provided by Dustin Geringer 
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Alumni Focus 
A monthly article contributed by Santa Clara County 4-H 

Alumni 

Why 4-H? 
Contributed by: Jeff Hares, formerly a member of Pleasant Acres 4-H,     

Currently a sophomore at Seattle University. 

As a 20-year-old who’s only one year removed from 4-H, I still think about and reflect upon my experiences in 
4-H, and each experience means so much to me. The amount of fun I saw my younger brother having while I 
was at home being lame just angered me! I had to join in on the fun, and it was a decision I did not and will not 
regret. 

Thanks to the friends I made and the adults who helped me develop into who I am today, I was able to be the 
Pleasant Acres 4-H Club President, and even hold the honorable position of Santa Clara County 4-H Camp 
Youth Director.  Now, as a college student, I use my experiences in 4-H and the skills I’ve learned and 
developed through 4-H to succeed in class, in society, and in very important interviews for jobs or internships.  
If it weren’t for my years in 4-H, I don’t think I’d be as successful as I am right now. I am forever grateful for 
4-H, my 4-H friends, and the 4-H adults who shaped me into the awesome young man I’ve been told that I am. 

 
 

High School Seniors and College Students – Have you applied for a scholarship? 
 

8 different scholarships are available to apply through the online link below. 
Applications must be submitted no later than August 6th, 2017, 11:59 p.m. 

All required information must be included with the application to be considered. 
 

The candidate for any 4-H scholarship must be: 

A high school senior, graduate, or equivalent who is already enrolled in or accepted to an institution of 
higher education. Institutions of higher education include accredited vocational schools, colleges or 
universities. 

• Enrolled in the California 4-H Youth Development Program at the time of high school graduation or 
equivalent, such as receiving a General Education Diploma (GED) 

• Enrolled or planning to enroll in at least half of the full-time course load as defined by the applicant's 
institution.   

• Not older than 25 as of December 31st of the application year. 

Applicants may apply for multiple scholarships but are only eligible to receive one scholarship per year. 
Previous scholarship recipients may reapply. 

https://ucanr.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0dpHwfT6tAAWRmt 

https://ucanr.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0dpHwfT6tAAWRmt
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I still remember when I was showing Buzz at the Cow Palace Dog Show in front of hundreds of people. I 
joined the San Martin 4-H Dog Project when I was 9 because when I started 4-H, I had a dog and I thought 
it would be cool to train her.  
At �irst, I struggled to train a dog as big as she was - a German Shepard named Terra.  I had adopted her 
from the shelter.  With my dog Terra, I got �irst place in novice obedience at the Santa Clara County Fair.  I 
was really proud of her. That's when I discovered my spark for caring for and training dogs. When I was 
12, Terra got older and more tired. One of the trainers I was working with suggested that I needed a to 
get a younger dog to train if I wanted to continue. We went to the Cow Palace dog show, not only to enjoy 
the showing and activities, but to scope out a potential breed of dog I would like my new dog to be. Our 
family has always been big dog people.  So, some breeds we were considering were German Shepherds, 
Belgian Malinois, Mastiffs, Irish Wol�hounds, and Border Collies. Then, we saw the Manchester Terrier 
booth and started talking to them. Soon after that conversation, I had my heart set on a Manchester 
Terrier.  I had learned that they were easy to keep clean, and we had lots of squirrels at our house and an 
Manchester Terrier would get all the ground squirrels and rats. On top of all that, they didn't shed much, 
which would've been a problem because Terra already sheds a lot.  

  
I contacted a rescue that specializes in Manchester Terriers to see if there was a dog for me to adopt and 
within 24 hours.  They hooked me up with a breeder. I contacted the breeder and she gave me a pure-
bred dog.  He was also a world champion show dog, named Buzz, for free.  They offered to drive him to 
our house in a few days. We met with Buzz at a nearby school and introduced him to Terra. The breeder 
and Buzz later came to our house and then left Buzz with us that same night. When I felt that I had 
learned all that I could from the dog project in 4-H, I joined the Gavilan Kennel Club. At �irst Buzz was not 
happy and I had dif�iculty training him, but eventually something clicked and he is always willing to work 
now. Currently, Buzz and I have earned 5 titles.  I go to group and private lessons. I do not regret making 
that decision as it has made me appreciate that even though we are different species entirely, we can 
understand each other more deeply than two humans. As I continued to show dogs, the breeder of Buzz 
decided to give us one of her puppies so I could show her in showmanship.  

  
The 4-H Emerald Star is an opportunity for 4-H members to develop their leadership skills at a higher 
level. This year, the Emerald Star Project has been led by a team of three: Santiago Piva, Stuart 
Bettencourt and Paula Piva. We teamed with the Santa Clara Kennel Club to facilitate the Dog Obedience, 
Showmanship, Nosework and Rally practice day. It was held with great success on April 29th.   It was a 
wonderful opportunity to share what the three of us have learned about dogs.  If you would like to 
participate in Dog Showmanship at fair this year, and learn more – visit TheFair.org  or email 
4hdosc@gmail.com  

EMERALD STAR REPORT 
Hello, I am Stuart Bettencourt, I am 16 years old, I'm a part of the                       
San Martin 4-H club  and I've had 8, almost 9 years training dogs.   

Photo provided by Alicia Piva 
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Sharing Knowledge, experience, friendship and public speaking. 
Presentation Day 2017 was held on March 25, at Westhope Church.  More than 60 Santa Clara County 
youth participated. Public speaking continues to be a cornerstone of the 4-H Youth Development 
Program.  During the century long history of 4-H, the presentation program has expanded to include 
competitions and various public speaking formats.  4-H alumni will often mention that they learned how 
to speak more effectively through their participation in the 4-H presentation program.  Giving 
presentations helps develop many life skills including the ability to speak in front of a group, organize 
ideas, and create and use graphics to support the spoken word.  Public speaking skills are ranked number 
one among the skill sets of professionals.  If you were not able to attend Presentation Day this year, or 
you simply want to improve your Pubic speaking skills – visit this website to download the California 4-H 
Presentation Manual. http://www.ca4h.org/�iles/2193.pdf  

Clovers 
Matthew Reyes 
Evelyn St. Clair 
Marissa Reyes 
Delylah Reyes 
Rhedyn Arnett 
Nathan Tiscareno 
Brandon Wong 
Katelyn Tsai 
 
BLUE RIBBON 
Caedmon Dickson 
Omar & Zunairah Khan 
 
 

GOLD RIBBON 
Jada Ho 
Carys Venneman 
Adhithi Fernandes 
Lulu Sperow & Zsa Zsa Sperow 
Nikitha Fernandes 
Astoria Ho 
Aaron Alger 
Fiona Reyes 
Anna Clayton 
Marcos Aguirre 
Ashley Jordan 
Serena Myjer 
Sienna Stutzman 
Sydney Stutzman 
 

GOLD RIBBON 
Stuart Bettencourt 
Ryan Chi 
Nathan Chi 
Kate Straub 
Nicole Zera 
Lauren Zera 
Ethan Ho 
Lauren Lin 
Samuel Tiscareno 
Ana Mavees Arcay 
Isaac Tiscareno 
Peter Aguirre 
Share the Fun: 
 Fire Safety - Rolling Hills 
 Friendship 101 - Pleasant Acres 
 Mozart - Rolling Hills 
 

And, the winners at the 2017 Santa Clara County 4-H Presentation Day are: 

http://www.ca4h.org/files/2193.pdf
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Congratulations to Curtis Ullerich,  

4-H Volunteer of the year, Western Region 

Curtis has been a volunteer in California for two years, coming from 
Iowa where he was a 4-H youth and collegiate member. In the short 
time he has been with California 4-H, he has become an integral adult 
volunteer of 4-H through club, county, state and national activities. 

Working at all levels of 4-H 

Curtis works with youth at all levels of the organization. As a project 
leader, Curtis helps young people master citizen-science skills and 
video production. At the county level, he is the All Star/County 
Ambassador Advisor. 

At the state level, Curtis is currently the Chair of the 4-H State 
Management Board, the volunteer management organization of 
California 4-H. During this first year of the State Management Board, he 
has transitioned from Vice-chair to Chair when the original Chair had to 
step down for personal reasons. His leadership of the board has moved 
it forward to define itself and establish open communications with the 
4-H community. 

In addition to his large role on the State Management Board, Curtis is a team leader on the Education 
Technology Advisory Committee, which supports statewide events with A/V needs, live streaming, photography 
and video.   At the national level, Curtis was selected to serve as the California 4-H delegation mentor for the 
National 4-H GIS/GPS Leadership Team.  

Positive interactions with youth                                

One of the first things people learn about Curtis is his focus on helping young 
people to have positive experiences. His youth-adult partnership skills are 
exemplars for other volunteers.  Curtis creates opportunities to have youth 
voices heard by creating safe openings for them to express their opinions. By 
posing questions that start with phrases such as, “I wonder if…”, he opens the 
door for other opinions and engagement. His approach with youth is to trust 
them to make good decisions and to help them reflect on what is important to them. His mentorship approach 
makes youth feel valued and engaged. 

No matter what role Curtis is serving in, he consistently focuses on the youth experience and how to engage 
youth in the conversation. When there are youth at the table, Curtis is the first one to ask their opinion and 
draw out their involvement if needed. 

Salute to Excellence Awards 

As a regional honoree, Curtis is also one of four nominees for the National 4-H Volunteer of the Year Award. 
The 4-H Salute to Excellence Awards recognizes 4-H volunteers who demonstrate exemplary service to 4-H. 

Article source: htp://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=23934 

http://4-h.org/get-involved/salute-excellence-awards/
http://ucanr.edu/blogs/blogcore/postdetail.cfm?postnum=23934
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Saturday, May 27, 2017, 8:00am - 6:00pm 
University of California, Davis - West Quad 

About California State 4-H Field Day 

The largest and most comprehensive educational event for 
4-H youth members (age 9-19) and 4-H volunteer 
educators, California State 4-H Field Day has more than 
1,500 participants annually. Since 2002, 4-H'ers from 
throughout the state have come together to connect and 
compete in this statewide event, held annually on the last 
Saturday of May on the campus of the University of 
California, Davis. 

Each contest and activity is coordinated by 4-H volunteers 
and youth, with coordination and facility support provided 
by the State 4-H Office. 

The goal of the event is to provide a culminating experience for 4-H members in their year-long 4-H 
education in public speaking, textiles, plant sciences, photography, interview skills, and entomology. 

Activity pages   http://4h.ucanr.edu/4-H_Events/SFD/ 

Please see individual activity pages for times and locations for participants and volunteers. 

Pre-registration required: 

State 4-H Presentation Day 
 

State 4-H Fashion Revue 
 

State 4-H Photography Contest - registration required for entries 

State 4-H Film Festival - registration required for entries 

State 4-H Interview Contest  

Drop-in activities (no 
pre-registration required) 

• Entomology Contest 
• Spark Surveys 
• Primary Member 

activities 
• Plant Science Contest 
• Educational Exhibits and 

booths 
• Judging Contest 
• Logo Contest  
• 4-H Film Festival 

4H.UCAR.ed
 

http://4h.ucanr.edu/4-H_Events/SFD/
http://4h.ucanr.edu/4-H_Events/SFD/PD
http://4h.ucanr.edu/4-H_Events/SFD/PD
http://4h.ucanr.edu/4-H_Events/SFD/SFR
http://4h.ucanr.edu/4-H_Events/SFD/SFR
http://4h.ucanr.edu/4-H_Events/SFD/Photo
http://4h.ucanr.edu/4-H_Events/SFD/State_4-H_Film_Festival
http://4h.ucanr.edu/4-H_Events/SFD/Interview_Contest_
http://4h.ucanr.edu/4-H_Events/SFD/Plant
http://4h.ucanr.edu/files/136190.pdf
http://4h.ucanr.edu/4-H_Events/SFD/Logo_Contest_
http://4h.ucanr.edu/4-H_Events/SFD/State_4-H_Film_Festival
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Copyright © 2014 The Regents of the University of California.  
 
UCCE Santa Clara County 4-H OFFICE  
1553 Berger Drive, Bldg. 1  
San Jose, CA 95116 
408-282-3119, sjweaver@ucanr.edu  

Check out our website for more updates and resources: 
http:// http://cesantaclara.ucanr.edu/Youth_Development 

It is the policy of the University of California (UC) and the UC Division of Agriculture & Natural Resources not to engage in discrimination against or 
harassment of any person in any of its programs or activities (Complete nondiscrimination policy statement can be found at 
http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/files/169224.pdf). Inquiries regarding ANR’s nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Linda Marie Manton, 
Affirmative Action. Contact, University of California, Davis, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 2801 Second Street, Davis, CA 95618-7774, (530) 750-
1318.  
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http://ucanr.edu/sites/anrstaff/files/169224.pdf
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Just for FUN!   Check out these inspiring 4-H videos! 

Then share them on Social Media! 

https://youtu.be/4-5aZUek__o 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqxSEqp1Is0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zgHIXSNs4s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULLr6VScois 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=heraXdBRUYs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEGnG2Ix6JM 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/4-5aZUek__o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqxSEqp1Is0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zgHIXSNs4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULLr6VScois
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=heraXdBRUYs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEGnG2Ix6JM
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